
“That Others May Live”
1

POC: Maj Bret Cove / SSgt Justin Harrison



I SAR RESPONSIBILITIES
II AFRCC CHARTER
III CHAIN OF COMMAND
IV STATISTICS
V LEGAL ISSUES
VI RADAR FORENSICS
VII CELL FORENSICS
VIII SEARCH THEORY
IX LIMFACS
X REAL WORLD MISSION REVIEW

Overview

2



National SAR Responsibilities

MEMORANDUM
OF

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

1AF/CC
AND

STATE
GOVERNORS

MEMORANDUM
OF 

UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
AFRCC/CC

AND
STATE

SAR AGENCY

• Legal Agreement between SAR Coordinator and each State Governor

• Operational document between AFRCC/CC & each State SAR agency
(Dictates day-to-day CONUS SAR Operations)                
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AFRCC Charter
Area of Responsibility

 Coordinate federal inland commercial, military, and interstate   
aeronautical SAR in the contiguous U.S.
 Manage all inland beacon searches
 Assist states with non-aircraft missions

 States retain responsibility for SAR within their sovereign boundaries 
until they become overwhelmed or require specialized equipment

 Requests for federal resources are made by the “Responsible Agency” within the state.

 Validate requests / broker for federal assistance
 Save life, limb, eyesight, or prevent undue suffering

 “Ask, don’t task” - no tasking authority
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National 
SAR School

(Yorktown, VA)

Air Force 
Rescue Coordination Center

(Lt Col Gardner)

1st AIR FORCE
(Lt Gen Williams)

Rescue 
Coordination Center

(Tyndall AFB, FL)

NORTHCOM
(Gen Robinson)

Chain of Command
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http://www.hqpacaf.af.mil/


9760
INCIDENTS

AFRCC

323
SAVES

~90% SOLVED
WITHOUT

FEDERAL RESOURCES
COMMITTED

3/DAY

3/DAY
1 LIFE

EVERY 
DAY

2017 Mission Activity 

998
MISSIONS

17,000 SAVES SINCE
ACTIVATION IN 1974

Busiest RCC in the World!!

UNCLASSIFIED



Posse Comitatus

Title 10 vs Title 14
 18 U.S.C. 1385 - Use of Army and Air Force as posse comitatus

 Whoever, except in cases and under circumstances expressly authorized by the Constitution or Act of Congress, 
willfully uses any part of the Army or the Air Force as a posse comitatus or otherwise to execute the laws shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned not more than two years, or both.

 Impact on AFRCC Operations..

 JAG on call for questionable situations
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Radar Forensics
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Radar Forensics
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Cell Phone Forensics

Likely locations are on the 
orange distance ring, within 
the red sector wedge 
outline, and in places that 
have yellow coverage. 
Examples are outlined in 
light orange.

Notice that Huntley 
Park is inside one 
of the likely areas. 

The AFRCC is authorized to request cell phone forensics IAW 18 U.S.C. § 2702 (b) (8)

•§ 2702. Voluntary disclosure of customer communications or records
•(b) Exceptions for disclosure of communications.-- A provider described in subsection (a) may divulge the contents of a communication--
•(8) To a Federal, State, or local governmental entity, if the provider, in good faith, believes that an emergency involving danger of death or serious 
physical injury to any person requires disclosure without delay of communications relating to the emergency. 10



LIMFAC
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09 Jan 18 – 18M0005A
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Questions?

• Maj Bret Cove
• 1-800-851-5695
• Bret.cove@us.af.mil

• SSgt Justin Harrison
• 1-800-851-5955
• Justin.harrison.2@us.af.mil
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