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IHDB Overview
• Contains records for beacon activations in the 

US service area
– Records are created automatically when alert sites 

close (beacon stops transmitting, or closed upon 
request)

– Records are:
• Populated by US RCC Controllers
• Populated by USMCC Controllers (for SPOCs)
• Checked by USMCC Controllers and USMCC operations staff

• Is maintained by NOAA
• Provides historical data on why beacons activated
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Uses of IHDB Information

Resource for:
– RCC Controllers for previous activation history
– NOAA reporting (daily, weekly, quarterly, and 

annually)
– Comprehensive annual report to COSPAS-SARSAT
– US Coast Guard and US Air Force reports
– Ongoing research

• Ensuring beacon reliability – reported at annual 
Beacon Manufacturers Workshop

• Identifying repeat offenders (to reduce false alerts)
• RGDB accuracy
• Additional topics (e.g., further analysis of MEOSAR 

uncorroborated alerts)
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Importance of Accurate IHDB Data

• Distress activations are reported to U.S. government entities, 
Cospas-SARSAT, and the general public through the brief 
narratives created in the Public Release Information (PRI) field 
in the IHDB’s Case Summary section

• Clarity and accuracy are of great importance when reporting all 
activations, especially those with an incident outcome of 
“Distress.” PRI for all distress cases (saves and non-rescues) is 
reported daily to SARSAT management; saves are reported 
weekly to a broader distribution and appear on the public web 
page SARSAT U.S. Rescues Map 
(https://www.sarsat.noaa.gov/sarsat-us-rescues)

• When RCC Controllers enter clear data in the IHDB, the 
USMCC can compose accurate PRI without needing to contact 
the RCC for more information or to clarify details
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• User Account Creation
• RCC Intro Page
• Alert Site Search Page
• False Alert Selection Guidance
• Position Data Timeline
• Position Data Map
• Automatic Email Reminders Requesting 

Feedback
• Password Self Reset

Website Features
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Website Features – User Account Creation

New users can set up an account for their RCC’s account 
manager to activate.



8

Website Features – RCC Intro Page

The initial login page displays your RCC’s unassigned records. 
The link to the alert site search page is circled.
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Website Features – Alert Site Search Page
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Website Features – False Alert Selection 
Guidance

A link is provided to help users select the correct activation 
reason.
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Website Features – False Alert Selection 
Guidance
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Website Features – False Alert Selection 
Guidance

Recently added false alert reasons:
• Maintenance Activations

– Intentional activation for testing purposes by 
a person performing maintenance

• Voluntary Activations
• Non-declared tests

– Activations of a beacon for testing, without proper 
notification or agreement of authorities (other than by 
a person performing maintenance)

– Malicious activations, hoaxes



Website Features – Registration 
Information Accuracy Improvement 

Comments should include information about what registration information is 
inaccurate. If accurate information is received while working the case, please include 
that information here. The USMCC’s RGDB staff will follow up with beacon owners to 
correct inaccurate registrations. 
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Website Features – Position Data Timeline
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Website Features – Position Data Map
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Website Features – Position Data Map
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Website Features – Automatic Email 
Reminders Requesting Feedback

Two-step automated reminders:
• Primary RCC email addresses will receive feedback requests for

unassigned records one hour after a site closes
• And, a weekly summary email containing all unassigned records.
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Website Features – Password Self Reset

There is a “Forgot Password” link on the home page.
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Entry Statistics by RCC

RCC/SPOC
Ceased/ 

Undetermined Distress Linked Site Non-Distress Unassigned
AFRCC 3493 227 294 6679 535
AKRCC 63 33 28 315 6
CGD01 120 13 192 299 30
CGD05 92 6 156 212 22
CGD07 451 58 421 954 306
CGD08 114 20 309 394 15
CGD09 12 2 0 46 70
CGD13 56 13 36 159 58
CGD14 64 6 29 215 45
CGD17 25 10 100 128 30
MARSEC 1 0 0 4 102
PACAREA 148 8 67 183 49
SANJN 22 2 0 48 212
DOMREP 77 1 0 15 40
COCESNA 43 1 3 39 66
ECSP 4 2 3 2 224
TTSP 12 0 0 6 185
Bermuda 19 0 1 23 6
HaitiSP 10 0 3 14 12
Mexico 10 1 0 8 622
NANTSP 11 0 0 14 5
PanSP 2 0 2 9 701



Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress

AFRCC 2019

AFRCC 2020

AFRCC 2021

31%

2%

3%
59%

5%

31%

2%
3%59%

5%

7%

57%

33%

2%
1%

20



Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress

AKRCC 2019

AKRCC 2020

14%

9%

7%

63%

7%

AKRCC 
2021

12%

4%

8%

76%

0%

14%

8%

6%

71%

1%

21



Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress

CGD01 2019

CGD01 2020

19%

2%

22%

45%

12%

CGD01 2021

20%

1%

19%
53%

7%

18%

2%

29%

46%

5%

22



Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress
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Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress
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Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress
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Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress

CGD17 2019

CGD17 2020

18%

4%

25%
48%

5%

CGD17 2021

8%
4%

35%

37%

16%

9%

3%

34%

44%

10%

29



MARSEC 2020

MARSEC 2019

63%

2%

17%

17% 1%

MARSEC 2021

10% 2%

0%

19%

69%

1%
0% 0%

4%

95%

Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress

30



Ceased/Undetermined Distress Linked Site (Unassigned) Non-Distress
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PACAREA 
2019

PACAREA 
2020

34%

2%

9%

38%

17%

PACAREA 
2021

30%

1%

8%
43%

18%

32%

2%

15%

40%

11%

32


	Incident History Database (IHDB)
	Table of Contents
	IHDB Overview
	Uses of IHDB Information
	Importance of Accurate IHDB Data
	Website Features
	Website Features – User Account Creation
	Website Features – RCC Intro Page
	Website Features – Alert Site Search Page
	Website Features – False Alert Selection Guidance
	Website Features – False Alert Selection Guidance
	Website Features – False Alert Selection Guidance
	Website Features – Registration Information Accuracy Improvement 
	Website Features – Position Data Timeline
	Website Features – Position Data Map
	Website Features – Position Data Map
	Website Features – Automatic Email Reminders Requesting Feedback
	Website Features – Password Self Reset
	Entry Statistics by RCC
	AFRCC 2019
	AKRCC 2019
	CGD01 2019
	CGD05 2019
	CGD07 2019
	CGD08 2021
	CGD09 2019
	CGD13 2019
	CGD14 2019
	CGD17 2019
	MARSEC 2019
	SANJN 2019
	PACAREA 2019

