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GUATEMALA

GUATEMALA IS LOCATED IN
CENTRAL AMERICA, WITH
AND AREA OF 108,430 SQ
KM. ITS BOUNDARIES ARE:
MEXICO TO THE NORTH
AND WEST, THE PACIFIC

OCEAN TO THE
SOUTHWEST, BELIZE AND
THE CARIBBEAN SEA TO THE
EAST, HONDURAS AND EL
SALVADOR TO THE
SOUTHEAST. MORE THAN
66% OF THE COUNTRY IS
MOUNTAINOUS WHILE 62%
IS COVERED BY FORESTS.




GUATEMALA HAS SEVERAL
MOUNTAIN RANGES SOME
OF WHICH GO AS HIGH AS
12,000 FEET ASL. THE
SOUTH COAST AREA AND
NORTHERN LAND ARE
FLAT. DIFFERENT

MOUNTAIN CHAINS CROSS
GUATEMALA FROM WEST
TO EAST, DIVIDING THE
COUNTRY IN DIFFERENT
CLIMATIC REGIONS. 23
VOLCANOES SIT PARALLEL
TO THE SOUTH COAST.
THE HIGHEST VOLCANO IS
14,000 FEET ASL.




THE GUATEMALAN
CLIMATE IS TROPICAL
AND SUB-TROPICAL, BUT
VARIES IN RELATIONSHIP
TO THE ALTITUDE.

GUATEMALA HAS TWO
BASIC SEASONS: RAINY,
FROM MAY TO OCTOBER
AND DRY, FROM
NOVEMBER TO APRIL




GUATEMALA'S WEATHER AND GEOGRAPHY
MAKE THE AIR OPERATIONS DIFFICULT AND
VERY EASY FOR ACCIDENTS.




GUATEMALA IS ONE OF THE COUNTRIES WITH MAJOR
CIVIL AVIATION THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IN
PROPORTION TO ITS POPULATION. NOWADAY THERE
ARE 571 AIRCRAFTS BETWEEN AIRPLANES AND
HELICOPTERS.
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GUATEMALA’S SAR MISSION WAS CREATED IN 2008, \"'."‘;
FOLLOWING THE ANNEX 12 REGULATION OF SEARCH

AND RESCUE OPERATIONS IN ACCORDANCE TO THE
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

(MAQWMLLY  GUATEMALA’S
SAR MISSION DOESN'T HAVE
THE EQUIPMENT  AND
RESOURCES TO MANAGE
EMERGENCIES BY ITSELF,
THEREFORE SEVERAL TEAMS
OF VOLUNTEERS AND
COLLABORATORS HAVE BEEN
ORGANIZED WHICH INCLUDE
PRIVATE OWNERS AND THE
AIR FORCE.




IN THE YEAR 2008 23 ACCIDENTS HAVE
OCCURRED 4 OF WHICH WERE FATAL.
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THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS TO LEARN ABOUT INCIDENTS OR ™
ACCIDENTS: 1) RADAR CONTACT; 2) CALLS FROM LOCAL PEOPLE;

3) RADIO CALLS FROM THE PILOTS; 4) MOBILE PHONES.

AS SOON AS THE SAR MISSION HAS NOTICE OF AN ACCIDENT OR
INCIDENT VERIFIES THE CERTAINTY OF THE NEWS AND THROUGH
THE CEL PHONES SENDS MESSAGES TO THE TEAM OF
COLLABORATORS APROXIMATELY 80 AND DECIDES HOW TO

TREAT THE EMERGENCY.

THROUGH THE CEL MESSAGES
THE COLLABORATORS LEARN
INSTANTLY WHAT IS GOING ON
AND THEY MIGHT BE CLOSE TO
THE ACCIDENT SITE GIVING AN
INMEDIATE RESPONSE TO THE
PROBLEM.




ULTRA LIGHT AIRCRAFTS, AGRICULTURAL PLANES, AND
NARCOTRAFFIC AIRPLANES ARE NOT CONSIDERED
RESPONSABILITY OF THE SAR MISSION FOR DIFFERENT
REASONS.




