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INTERNATIONAL 406 MHz BEACON  
REGISTRATION DATABASE 

• Beacon registration essential to SAR operation 
efficiency 

• Beacon registration is the responsibility of States 
• Too many unregistered 406 MHz beacons 
• Cospas-Sarsat implemented an international 

registration database to assist States in January 
2006 

• International database is Internet based and allows: 
– States to use database and control entries if they wish 
– Users to register directly if no other option 
– SAR services to access registration data through Internet 
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Cospas-Sarsat Documentation 

• “Cospas-Sarsat Data Distribution Plan” (C/S A.001) 
lists points of contact for SAR Services to reach  
406 MHz beacon registers. This information is 
available for almost 110 countries. 

 
• The “Cospas-Sarsat Handbook of Regulations on 

406 MHz and 121.5 MHz Beacons” (C/S S.007) 
includes information on administrative points of 
contact pertaining to beacon coding, registration and 
type approval of interest to beacon owners, 
manufacturers and retailers.  This information is 
available for almost 80 countries. 
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DDP Annex I/F,  
Indication of IBRD Use 

Note:  * - Beacons with this country code may be registered in the  
International 406 MHz Beacon Registration Database  
(www.406registration.com). 
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C/S Website: 
Indication of IBRD Use 

http://www.cospas-sarsat.org/ibrd/countries.htm 



To Access the IBRD 

• Passwords 
obtained 
from the C/S 
Secretariat 

• Letter 
Template 
Available on 
the C/S 
website 
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WDDR   

SAR LOGIN 
USA (Nodal) 

Aruba  

Bahamas 

Barbados 

Belize 

Bermuda  

Cayman Islands 

Colombia 

Costa Rica 

Cuba  

Dominican Republic 

Ecuador 

El Salvador 

Grenada 

Guatemala 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Honduras 

Jamaica Yes 

Mexico 

Micronesia 

Netherlands Antilles 

Nicaragua 

Panama Yes 

St.Vincent and the Grenadines 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

Venezuela Yes 

USA Yes 
Argentina Argentina 

Yes 
Brazil Brazil 

Yes 
Chile Bolivia  

Chile 
Yes 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 
Yes 

Canada Canada 
Yes 

Peru Peru 
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IBRD SAR User 
Accounts allocated 

in the Western 
DDR 

 



20-24 November 2006 UN/South Africa Training Course: Satellite Aided SAR 8 

 

 

http://www.406registration.com 
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Twelve Mandatory Fields 

• Beacon Hexadecimal ID, Owner Name, Owner 
Password Owner phone number and type 

• First Emergency Contact Name and Contact 
(Phone number and type for primary emergency 
point of contact) 

• Challenge Question  and Challenge Response 
• Vehicle Type (Vehicle code for aircraft, vessel or 

personal use.  Should be selectable from drop-
down menu) 

• Vehicle Name, MMSI, Call sign, or Ship 
Identification Number (except for PLBs) 
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15 Hex ID 

• 15 hexadecimal character string  
• Valid range: numbers 0 through 9 and letters A through F 
• Uniquely identifies your 406 MHz beacon 
• Is encoded in the message your beacon transmits to search and 

rescue services if your beacon is activated 
• Contains the country code and other identification features 

relative to the carrier which are dependent upon the coding 
protocol used 

• Can identify the carrier using the radio call sign, a serial number, 
aircraft registration marking, etc.  

• Should appear on a label affixed to the beacon or in the beacon 
documentation provided by the beacon manufacturer 

 

ADCD015A32C0401 
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Beacon Decode Program 

(USA) 

http://www.cospas-sarsat.org/Beacons/decode.htm 
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IBRD Beacon 
Registrations 
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IBRD Beacon Registrations 
December 2008 

Beacon Registration
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SAR Logins 
(Since January 2006) 
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SAR Logins 
(Since January 2006) 
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Questions? 
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