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National SAR Responsibilities

MEMORANDUM  
OF

AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN  

1AF/CC
AND  

STATE
GOVERNORS

MEMORANDUM  
OF           

UNDERSTANDIN
G  BETWEEN  

AFRCC/CC
AND  STATE

SAR AGENCY

• Legal Agreement between SAR Coordinator and each 
State Governor

• Operational document between AFRCC/CC & each State 
SAR agency  (Dictates day-to-day CONUS SAR 
Operations) 3



AFRCC Charter
�Area of Responsibility

▪Coordinate federal inland commercial, military, and interstate  
aeronautical SAR in the contiguous U.S.

▪ Manage all inland beacon searches
▪ Assist states with non-aircraft missions
▪ Assist in locating missing/overdue aircraft

�States retain responsibility for Non-Aircraft SAR within their sovereign  
boundaries until they become overwhelmed or require specialized  
equipment

▪ Requests for federal resources are made by the “Responsible Agency” within 
the  state.

�Validate requests / broker for federal assistance
▪ Save life, limb, eyesight, or prevent undue suffering

▪ “Ask, don’t task”
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NORTHCOM
(Gen O'Shaughnessy)

Chain of Command
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10,469
INCIDENTS

AFRCC

550
SAVE
S

~89% SOLVED  
WITHOUT

FEDERAL RESOURCES  
COMMITTED

29/DA
Y

3/DA
Y

1.5 LIVES
SAVED EVERY

DAY

2018 Mission Activity

933
MISSIONS

17,600 SAVES 
SINCE
ACTIVATION IN 1974

Busiest RCC in the World!!

UNCLASSIFIED



Posse Comitatus

�Title 10 vs Title 14
▪ 18 U.S.C. 1385 - Use of Army and Air Force as posse comitatus

▪ Whoever, except in cases and under circumstances expressly authorized by the  
Constitution or Act of Congress, willfully uses any part of the Army or the Air Force as  
a posse comitatus or otherwise to execute the laws shall be fined under this title or  
imprisoned not more than two years, or both.

�JAG on call for questionable situations

�Examples: Child abductions, fugitives
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AFRCC Resources
-Active duty military units

-helicopters, fixed wing, flir, nvg's, hoist
-mercy
-patient transport/medevac

-national guard/reserve units

-search dogs/team transport

-uas support

-cap (radar, cell, state cap units)

-faa
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RADAR FORENSICS



Cell Forensics
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Cell Phone Forensics Cont.

Likely locations are on the  
orange distance ring, within  
the red sector wedge  
outline, and in places that  
have yellow coverage.
Examples are outlined in  
light orange.

Notice that Huntley  
Park is inside one  
of the likely areas.

The AFRCC is authorized to request cell phone forensics IAW 18 U.S.C. § 2702 (b) (8)

•§ 2702. Voluntary disclosure of customer communications or records
•(b) Exceptions for disclosure of communications.-- A provider described in subsection (a) may divulge the contents of a communication--
•(8) To a Federal, State, or local governmental entity, if the provider, in good faith, believes that an emergency involving danger of death or 
seriousphysical injury to any person requires disclosure without delay of communications relating to the 
emergency.
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STATE CAP RESOURCES
-fixed wing aircraft
-ground search teams for non-aircraft missions
-ground search teams for beacons
-aircraft crash site supervision
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recap

-Afrcc is ask, not task

-states must exhaust all local/state resources prior to calling

-moa/mou's are legal documents between the afrcc and the states

-capabilities - cell forensics, radar forensics, fixed wing acft, helos,  uas, ground teams, flight 
restrictions, sar team transports, medevacs,  patient transports, and mercy missions

- contact us 24/7 at 1-800-851-3051



Questions?
• Capt Tiffany Zwart

• 1-800-851-3051
• tiffany.zwart@us.af.mil

• TSgt Joshua Quist
• 1-800-851-3051
• joshua.quist@us.af.mil
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6 feb 19 - 19M0061A - MISSING  
SNOWSHOERS - CELL FORENSICS  2 

SAVES


